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Dear President Trump

messages to the new president.

After the election, students in Sheila DeLeon’s multi-level ESL class wrote letters to the new president to share their hopes, fears, and advice.

My advice to you is you have to respect
and look everybody the same.
~Azemera Tefrie

I am worried about your decisions.
My advice to you is to choose the best
people. My hopes and dreams for the next
four years are for there to be freedom,
education, and honesty.
~Paula Castillo

I hope your dreams focus on people.
~Tsege Gebreiogris

My advice to you is to care more about
people’s feelings.
~Mouang Saelee

I am worried about what you say. We don’t
need deportation. Everybody is equal.
~Samere Berhe

My hopes and dreams for the next
four years are for there to be no more
discrimination, racism, sexism. Also, work
to bring the community together.
~Francisco Ruiz

I am worried about the economy. My
advice to you is create jobs. My hopes
and dreams for the next four years are for
there to equal rights. Salam.
~Letebirhan Okbazgi
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I am worried about your discrimination
against Muslims and immigrants. My
advice to you is you must help immigrants.
~Hanna Eyasu

I am worried about what you said about
deportation. Do not discriminate.
~Dehab Sease

I am scared about discrimination of
religion. You should work together with
immigrants. Try to help homeless people.
I hope you will take care of healthcare.
~Asma Biru

I am worried about racial and religious
discrimination. My advice to you is not
have immigrant deportation.
~Aregash Andemeskel

You should try to help all of people. Not
only white people. I am scared about
religious discrimination because you said
you don’t allow Muslims to get in to U.S.
I am afraid you will do something not good
for them.
~Li Zhuo Hui

I am worried about immigrants.
~Aregash Andemeskel

You must listen to the voice of the people.
~Woldu Zegeye

Carlos Iotti // ESL 5B
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To test or not to test
on animals?
Assel Alibayeva, Aden Hadera, Muna Azeez, Kaila Ompo & Thanh Nguyen // ABE

In Doug Tompsons ABE Level 6 Communications class students students worked together to write essays on controversial
topics. Assel, Aden, Muna, Kaila and Thanh researched animal testing and wrote an essay stating their opinion.
To test or not to test on animals? That is
the ascending argumentative question in
today’s overall environment and highly
developed scientific world. Animal
experimentation/testing is the process
of using non-humans for the purposes
of experimentation. Statistics show that
each year more than 100 million animals
are harmed and killed in U.S. laboratories
for biology lessons, medical training, and
other experimentations. The variety of
animals used in these experiments include
rats, frogs, birds, and many more. There
are numerous ongoing controversial
issues on the testing of animals, whether
it was for medical reasons or for other
testings. Proponents say experiments with
animals are only performed for the benefit
of humankind and are prone to make
breakthroughs in the medical field that
will help cure many illnesses. Although,
through the opponent’s view, it is wrong,
harmful, proves to be not so accurate in
the medical field, and just plain cruel. This
controversial topic has been ongoing for
years, and both sides of this argument can
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not seem to come to an agreement that
would benefit both.
The use of animals in biomedical research
can be traced back to early Greek physicianscientists. Research and examination on
animals began as early as 200-300 BC.
Early ancient civilizations’ writings all
imply the use of animals for testing. These
civilizations were led by men like Aristotle
and Erasistratus, who used living animals
to test various medical procedures.
Galen, a physician in 2nd-century Rome
who dissected goats and pigs, is known
as the “Father of Vivisection.” Animal
experiments were and still are done to
advance the understanding of anatomy,
physiology, pathology, and pharmacology.
In recent years, the practice of using
animals for biomedical research has
come under severe criticism by animal
protection and animal rights groups.
Various laws have been passed in several
countries to make the practice more
“humane”.
Animal experimentation helps to develop

many aspects of our lives. There are
several good reasons and benefits of
animal experimentation. One good reason
for animal experimentation is through
medical advancement & development.
For example, scientific researchers have
conducted many organ transplants. This
specific experiment has helped people
who have lost a part of their body; either
by an accident or an injury in war. Scientist
and researchers test various types of
drugs or substances on an animals to
observe if it passes inspection and safety
requirements in order for it to be put in
pharmacies or drug stores. Which leads
us to the next good reason of animal
experimentation which is product and
consumer safety. Animal experimentation
helps to ensure the safety and quality
of a drug or medicine before a patient
can use it. Cosmetic products need to be
tested on animals to ensure they are safe
for humans to use. Some studies show
that testing the drug or medicine on an
animal beforehand can help with the
discovery and research of the existing or
possible toxins that could cause harm to
the patient. Many people prefer to see the
test results of safety on a product. There is
no way to test the product without testing
it on an animal. For example, let’s say you
bought a new lotion at the store, but it has
not been tested on animals, yet you still
proceed to apply it to your skin. You then
notice your skin turning red and itchy; it
could be your body’s reaction to a chemical
used in the lotion that is not safe. One last
good reason for animal experimentation

is for education. The studying of animals
in science education is an important part
of learning. It is the act of cutting into
and examining a dead animal. This is a
prominent educational tool for teaching
anatomy and other “life” sciences like
physiology, behavior, nutrition, and
genetics. Students are subjected to
dissect preserved animals throughout all
levels of biology education, from middle
school to graduate school and beyond.
In summary, animal experimentation
helps researchers find treatments to help
improve human health and ensure the
safety of products.
There are also many reasons why Animal
Experimentation is considered awfully
wrong. Statistics show that the recent
percentage of adults that claim to be
against animal experimentation is 43%,
almost half of the population. The three
major reasons why many are against
animal experimentation fall under the
categories of medical at fault, global
problems, and animal rights. Medical
is one of the major reasons why many
are against animal experimentation.
However, as you recall the various pros
to medical purposes, there are also many
cons to Animal Experimentations that
seem much worse. The accuracy through
the medical animal testing has proven to
be imprecise and unreliable. Animals are
proven to have different body cells and
tissues than humans. For example, in a
recent study in 2013, the Proceedings of
the National Academy of Sciences tested
5

mice, failed in nearly 150 human critical
trials. Needless to say, animals are overall
different from humans in the terms of
body structure. The pricing of animal
experimentation is also unbelievably
high in cost, which makes experimenting
impractical. Another major reason why
people are against animal experimentation
is because of the global problems it causes;
like the hazardous/dangerous waste, and
environmental and ecosystem damage.
According to the U.S. National Institutes
of Health (NIH) Office of Laboratory
Animal Welfare, “A research animal
facility generates a significant amount of
waste that must be removed and disposed
of on a regular, frequent basis.” Animal
use in research and testing contributes to
air and water pollution, biodiversity and
public health concerns. Also, the release
of wastes, including hazardous chemicals,
pathogenic, and pharmaceutical wastes.
In addition, some substances being
tested may never be used for anything
useful. Finally, animal rights are another
major reason many are against Animal
experimentation. Although animals do not
have any actual legal rights, it is necessary
to realize that animals have rights just
like humans. Animal experimentation
results to inappropriate torture, violation
of ethics, morals, choices and consent
of the animal. In summary, more than
100 million animals are killed in U.S.
laboratories for biology lessons, medical
training, education, curiosity-driven
experimentation, and chemical/drug/
food/cosmetic testing each year.
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What other options are there? There
are a variety of alternatives to animal
experimentation, believe it or not.
Alternatives to animal experimentation
include test tube methods, computerized
patients, stem cell, genetic testing, etc. One
alternative to animal experimentation is
in vitro (test tubes); they are test methods
and models based on human cells and
tissue. Computerized patients are also
an alternative to animal experimentation;
computerized patients are drug databases
and virtual drug trials is another
alternative to animal experimentation. In
addition to test tubes and computerized
patients, stem cell and genetic testing
methods are another existing alternative.
Furthermore, another alternative to animal
experimentation is the method of using
non-invasive imaging techniques such as
MRIs and CT scans. One last alternative to
animal experimentation is microdosing;
microdosing is the method in which
humans are given very low quantities of a
drug to test the effects on the body; on the
cellular level without affecting the whole
body-system. Although there may not
be an alternative that uses a whole-body
living system, there are many benefits to
use these alternatives listed. One benefit to
non-animal testing are the proven fact that
alternative scientific tests are more often
reliable than animal experimentations.
Another benefit to animal experimentation
is the use of human tissue in toxicity. It
is more proven to be more accurate than
animal models. Also, non-animal tests are
additionally cost-effective, practical, and

expedient. Finally, cruelty-free products
are environmentally friendly.
In conclusion, there are many pros and
cons of animal experimentation. It is
impossible to determine which side
of this argument wins overall. Animal
experimentation has been an ongoing
debate around the world since it began
in 200-300 BC. Unfortunately, there

are no better alternatives to animal
experimentation and testing that are
on a whole-body living systems. Animal
experimentation has proven to be both
practical and reasonably accurate through
means of testing. In other words, Animal
Experimentation highlights the fine line
between ethics and practical need, thus
becomes very subjective to the person.

Thoughts on
Death With
Dignity
Jack Christian, Xiu Kim Donovan, Jessica Olson, Snow Zhou, Akan Kelly // ABE

In Doug Tompsons ABE Level 6 Communications class students students worked together to write essays on controversial
topics. Jack, Xiu Kim, Jessica, Snow and Akan researched assisted suicide and wrote an essay stating their opinion.
“Everyday I drive by a homeless man who
stands and begs for spare change a few
blocks away from UW hospital. The back
of his pants are stained from blood and
feces. I know that he’s sick, he probably
has the same illness I do. It scares me that
one day I will be just like him. I don’t want
to be scared. I want to die with dignity.”
Explains Robert Stansell, a patient of UW
medical center. Robert was told two weeks
ago from a doctor at UW medical center
that he was diagnosed with colon cancer.
The tumor has metastasized to one of the

final stages, which gives Robert one month
to live. Robert tells his story because he
wants people to know that instead of
continuing to suffer the last month of
his life, he has chosen to die with dignity.
What does it mean to die with dignity?
Well, in four states there is a law in place
that allows doctors to prescribe terminally
ill patients a prescription of pills that will
end the patient’s life. Death with dignity is
also known as assisted suicide. Death with
dignity is still a very controversial issue,
it has many restrictions and it has taken
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many years for it to become legal. There
are many advantages and disadvantages
of entitling one’s right of choosing the
option to end their life.
For many years, assisted suicide has
been frowned upon and denied by most
of society and religion focused groups.
Individuals in our country over the years
have proposed to the government that
we have the right to control our lives and
what we want to do with them. As the
propositions go through and are denied
by government officials, nobody wins
and the fight goes on. It wasn’t until the
Great Depression of the 1930s when more
people were in agreement with the fact. In
the 1930s , a society was created around
the death with dignity act and the fight
goes on with propositions introduced and
defeated over time. It wasn’t until the 1940s
when Americans found out what the Nazis
were doing with euthanasia. This event
makes assisted suicide look bad for states
to pass, so it was left to be denied. The fight
for legal euthanasia goes on as the society
for assisted suicide goes through different
presidents and propositions. Over the next
40 years after the 1950’s, we see more and
more people for and against death with
dignity. Societies are made to support this
action, along with other types of media to
promote the law and it’s hopeful passing.
The 1990s show a lot importance to death
with dignity, from a doctor named Jack
“Doctor Death’’ Kevorkian performing
his first assisted suicide, to Oregon being
the first state to legalize the death with
dignity act. Although it seemed like it was
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looking up for assisted suicide, the act was
proposed and denied in many areas.
Death with dignity is not a death decision,
it›s a life decision. People should be in
charge of making all choices about their
health and indeed their lives. Everyone
with a terminal illness should have an
option to choose death with dignity. It’s an
option, if you don›t believe in it or accept
it, you don’t have to use it. But for people
that do, they should have the option. There
are different reasons for people who favor
having the option.
Firstly, death with dignity laws give
patient s the freedom to make their own
choice. Is it better to battle with cancer
in a cold, sterile hospital room, to watch
the body suffer all the side effects from
non-stop drugs, to experience the chemo
destroying the body piece by piece, organ
by organ? When it comes to questions like
this, death with dignity laws permit the
patient to make a choice for her own life.
She could spend the final months of her life
with the people she loves and doing what
she loves, feeling fulfilled and comforted.
Secondly, death with dignity laws take
away the guilt of a dying patient of being
a burden to the family and saves hospital
bills. When the patient is at his/her worst
stage of cancer/disease, she has too little
strength to deal with her emotions, as
much as she wants to be considerate
to the loved ones around. The pain she
has to deal with on her body and mind is
unbearable and won’t leave her the ability
to get control over it.

Lastly, people believe that death with
dignity laws allow a person to pass peaceful
and in a much more humane manner.
On Nov. 1, 2014, a 29 years old girl named
Brittany Maynard took her own life with
a pill. She died peacefully, surrounded
by her family in her own home instead
of losing her battle with cancer in a cold,
sterile hospital room. She didn’t make her
decisions with the thought of giving up
or giving in. It was a courageous decision
that reflected her unwillingness to live a
half-life. Death with dignity gave her the
option to choose to die with self-respect
according to her own will.
     However, many people do not agree with
the choice of death with dignity. Some
reasons are fear, family attachments and
religious beliefs.
     The first reason why people stray away
from death with dignity is because they
are afraid to die. It’s a natural response for
humanity to fight and try to survive. Even
people are very sick they will go to natural
instinct and fight until the last minute.
     Another reason why people don’t choose
the route death with dignity is that many
families have hard time accepting death of
their own loved ones. Most families don’t
want to leave their loved ones, they would
rather support them, give them pain
relieve and continue treatments as much
as their loved one can handle because they
love them. To be a family means to support
and fight the terminal illness together.

their religion. Many religions are against
assisted suicide because it is against
their beliefs. Christians and some other
religions are against euthanasia. The
arguments are based on the beliefs that life
is given by God and that human beings are
made in God’s image. Death with dignity
is not an option for these religious groups
because they believe birth and death are
part of their life processes in which God
has created, and they should respect their
God.
     In conclusion, death with dignity is
an option that gives patients who have a
terminal illness an opportunity of gentle
passing, rather than facing a slow death
with suffering. But for some reasons such
as fear, family and religion some patients
do not want to choose death with dignity
option. It is the patient’s right and we
should respect their decision. People
have an individual right to make decision
about their own life. They deserve respect
to die when they feel it is the right time.
“The greatest human freedom is to live
and die, according to one’s own desires
and beliefs.” According to the Death with
Dignity National Center. In our opinion,
death with dignity should be legal for
patients who really need it to end their life
when the are faced with a rough ending
even under the best care. If you do not
agree with this option then don’t ultilize
it, for those who are suffering, please don’t
take the option away from them.

     Finally, people stray away from death
with dignity because of pressure from
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Where
are you
from?

The day after the
election, many
students in Rachel
Schiener’s ESL 5B
class were shocked
and upset. Students
wrote these poems
to celebrate the
people, traditions
and values that
make them unique.

Araceli Cruz // ESL 5B
I am from trees, and flowers outside, dogs, cats and animals
Music everywhere, my neighbors always are outside,
The sound of the children playing,
And the singing of the birds.
I am from mole, tamales, quesillo, tacos and all that delicious food,
Hot chocolate and the cold days,
Mescal and beer in the warm days,
I am from parties at home every weekend with all the family
Soups on Sundays. And “calendars” around the city.
I am from “Respect your elders”
To say “Hello” “Good Morning” and “Have a nice day”
Say thank you after you finished your meal, and greet people
In the streets
I am from Frida Kahlo, Benito Juarez,
I am from a place or city where you always will feel at home.
I am proud to be where I am from
I am ARACELI CRUZ, and this is where I am from.
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Tam Phung
ESL 5B

I am from the gate which is behind my garden.
It is old and where have never been fixed its problems.
I am from dry hay, smoke from burning hay after harvest.
Barking when strangers come home.
Creak of hammock at noon in summer.
The bell does toll from the church with my grandmother.
I am from Phon My Tho noodle,
coffee every morning,
spring rolls, egg rolls from scratch when I have a free time.
I am from “Jesus is love”, “Did you do your homework?”,
“Should you pray before sleeping”
I am from saga, Hans Christian Andersen,
traditional games.
I am from my family where is happiest in the world.

Saul H. Lopez
ESL 5B

I am from a room house with a bed and 2 big windows
I can see the street and the living room.
Poster of animal on the wall.
A lamp bedside table with my favorite book,
Don Quixote de la Mancha
I am from a place where every time smell good
with the animals sounds and people greeting
each other and respecting elders.
I am from the place where we make hand tortillas
Hot coffee or hot chocolate in the morning
You can see the tradition with a big celebration
Filling with colors and flavors; tamales,
Pozole, mole, champurrado, hot chocolate,
Mescal, agua de horchata, pulque, tepache
are some of many foods and drinks that you can try.
I am from “respect for the rights of others is peace” Respect
and traditional family. If you do bad things,
bad things will come to your life.
I am from Benito Juarez, Lila Downs,
Porfirio Diaz, Rufino Tamayo, and more signers, presidents,
Actors, painters and more.
I am Saul H Lopez, and this is where I come from.
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I am from Somalia.
A country with a beautiful sunshine weather.
I am from a war torn country.
I enjoyed and miss eating goat meat every day.
I remember and miss drinking bowl of camel milk.
I was eating fresh vegetable, fruit, and banana with almost every meal.
I am young immigrant who escaped from a refugee camp,
grew up eating corn and beans every day.
Where my neighbors came together and shared our cultural experience.

Yurub Mohamad
ESL 5B

I am a woman that loves the neighbor’s equality
Creating peace together is very important here.
I can smell my neighbor’s culture’s food
The smell of chicken noodle, the smell of injera,
And smell the important smell of sambusa.
I enjoy and love my neighbor’s diversity.
I want equal rights for everyone to be able to sit next to my fellow brothers and sisters
I was raised by a king and a queen
Showing love and kindness is important for me.
I am a young Muslim woman who believes in peace.
Women’s rights are good
Everyone is treated equally
Muslim is a peaceful religion
Islam loves every race.
I am Yurub Mohamad
I am from coffee, coffee for drink
Make the ceremony in a dish of cups
When it is made the smell is good
The family drinks with the small white cups
When the family came together
They sit and ready to drink
The first step to drink the name of Abol
So they said “Nice Coffee” and to continue to the third step.

Andinet Zeleke
ESL 5B

I am from “ people are from holiday”
All family ate in a dish of lunch and dinner
This Doro Wet had 12 pieces of parts
That was so spicy and had good taste.
Familiar family said after the ceremony
Ameseginalehu, and Dehina Walu
I am Andinet Zeleke and this is where I am from.
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I am from colors, and music on the streets,
and many different people(colors, ethnicities, religions).
Also there is a lot of red and yellow color everywhere.
I am from mountain and ocean
I can smell the ocean and forest
Also I can smell the happiness and freedom.
I am from the best soccer of the world,
And painters, musicians, politicians, and athletes.

Jordi Berne Bonjorn
ESL 5B

I am from vegetables, meats, fish and fresh products.
We eat “escalivada”, snails “a la llauna”, potatoes tortilla, and cream catalana.
I am from Pau Gasol, Pep Guardiola, Salvador Dali, Gaudi and
Marc Marquez.
I am from a state that one day will be country.
I am Jordi Berne Bonjorn, and this is where I am from.

Li Yang
ESL 5B

I am from data-mountains, infinite data around me
Computers were my lover, they always want something new
But she never hugs me
I am from the stove city, hot weather with hot people
Weather makes us like turkey in the stove, and hot pepper is our life
It might make your lips like inflamed sausages
I am from a big group, too many people around me
Crowd humans anywhere, like sand on the beach
I feel a sardine in the can and might nobody will like me
I am from happy family, happiness has full the house
Smiling and laughing are the main theme
Feel like a mouse in the candy bin
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Yuecong Zhu I am from a clean room, bed, computer
ESL 5B The clock on the wall is always on the go

Sitting in a chair and reading book every night
The voice of my parents often passes through my space
I am from a unit in an apartment
People coming and going around the neighborhood
Stores are far away from my place
See a lot of cars parked after I leave home all the time
I am from Roast goose, Chair siu, Cabbage and Lotus root soup
Sometimes guests even add some wine, but I don’t drink alcohol
Not for full, only for the bustling
I am from “Go to cook”. “Make a girlfriend as soon as possible”,
“To go out, don’t be an indoors man”
I am from the important person named Liang,
a long story between both of us, and continued until now
I am Yuecong Zhu, and I am Wesley. I have given you where I am from

I am from busy town
Filled with foul fumes of car gas
And fresh spicy scents food like injera, ribs, dora wet,
Kitfo, shiro, atkilt wot, azifa, mesri wot, fasolia, chechebsa, and Sambuca
I am from sweet land of the ages
your lush forests and plants breathe life from wildebeest to the Lion.
I am from praying in church preserved in rocks built by human’s hands
“Look deep inside yourself in to the very depths of your soul
Return to us with humble heart for you are beautiful
Yes, you are beautiful”

Danayit Abera
ESL 5B
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I’m Danayit Abera and this is where I am from.

I am from Social Network and a lot of films,
Facebook every day, Instagram share my photos, check my email,
Connecting with my family, my friends and all over the world.
I am from Pho, Bun Bo hue, Banh Xeo, and steam rice every day,
Tet Cake, Chung cake, Day cake in Luna New Year, and fish,
Vegetables are good for my health,
I am from bubble tea, smoothie, dessert with tapioca, egg pudding,
Rainbow jelly, I can drink every day without sugar.

Tien Dang
ESL 5B

I am from Vietnam, China, Somali, Kora, saying “Hello, how are you?’.
Give them a smile, and a wave,
We shared about election last night, some agree, some disagree,
I am from dreams, hopes, confidence,
I sound the happiness from hearts,
The world will better or not?
I am from a big family, and a Vietnamese family, with 3 children,
2 Dogs, a big garden with flowers and grass,
I hear “Get up, boys. Get up, girls.” Every morning
I am from love, peace, and happy.
I am from Lan, Phuong. Ti, Ngoc, and my friends, hang out every
Sunday, ice cream, fried tofu, fried chicken, and laugh,
I am from friendships, sharing, and smiling

I am from books, knowledge, and education and white oceans,
and ponds surrounding my home.
I am from the splashes from the ocean and fishermen from the ocean
and the smell of cooked fish made by my parents always made our mouth water.
I am from Dim-Sum, fish and teas.
Shrimp dumping, Shao Mai, Chang fen, during holidays.
Chicken, ducks, noodle, fish and lucky money during New Year.
I’m from “Treat others how you want to be treated”
“Don’t share all your information with others”
And “How’s your grades?”

Xiang Hua Ma
ESL 5B

I am from my mom and dad
And older, younger brother
I am Xiang Hua Ma, and this is where I am from
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I am from cellphones, tablet, and Bluetooth devices
Wood swords, batons, Aikido uniform and black hakama.
I am from near river and bridge,
The sound of roosters crows all day,
And the sound of music from neighborhood at 12 a.m.
I am from sour soup, thit kho, fried eggs for lunch or dinner,
And Bun Rieu, Bun Mam, Canh Bun for breakfast,
And beers, hot pot on birthday of every member in my family.
I am from “ Study hard if you want to become a good person”.

Vu Nguyen
ESL 5B

Yun Kang
ESL 5B

I am from Nguyen Du, Nguyen Trai, Nguyen Khuyen and Nguyen Dinh Chieu,
Victor Hugo, Fujiko F. Fujio (Doraemon) and Kim Dung (from China),
I am from literature and martial arts.
I am from seeing building, sunset and watching TV.
Lazy as a couch potato once in a while.
Seeing stars of the sky, counting stars.
I am from barking puppy, hearing songs from upstairs and
Talking to each other. Could hear familiar voices.
I am from spicy food, kalbi and vegetables.
But I have bread with olive oil, coffee every morning.
Sometimes I have sushi and Spanish seafood.
I am from “The early bird catches the worms.”
“If you don’t want to get up early, that’s ok.”
“It is not only early morning air is refreshing, but also night air is refreshing.”
I am from enjoying the natural environment.
I am from Esther, Chamin and Aeoak, Heeyoung.
Been best friends for 15 years.
I am from challenges for 30 days and small business.
I am Yun Kang, and this is where I am from.
I am from the village in southwest china.
The sounds of the rooster in the morning.
Later I was from the sound of big city.
The taste of spicy food and jasmine tea.
Later I will be from the smells and taste of large hotel kitchen crowded and hot.
I am from Shao family of the village Qing Sheng near Cheng Du.
I am Xuefeng Shao this is where I’m from.
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Xuefeng Shao
ESL 5B

Fall 2016 Basic Studies
ESL Graduation!
Monday December 12th, 2016
Room BE 1110 - 3:00 PM

Come celebrate students’ hard work with
caps, robes, certificates and snacks!
17

Views on the Presidential Election
In Kyle Nunez’s ABE Communications class this quarter, students read an article called “Choosing Sides.” It compares
political opinions of two teenagers, Vivekae Kim and Kennith Gonzalez. Vivekae supports Hillary Clinton and her vision
of a multicultural society; Kennith supports Trump and his focus on the high priority issues of America today. José and
Adama each wrote an essay to explain, in their opinions, which teenager makes the better argument to support his or her
candidate.
José Menendez

Adama Balde

Vivekae has the better argument because
she talks about an America that includes
all races and accepts diversity. As a
result, we could have an American society
that won’t discriminate against anyone
because of race, gender, religion, social
status, or sexual orientation.

During the electoral or presidential
campaign, each opinion or position
matters. As a result, Kennith Gonzalez
gives the best arguments by supporting
Donald Trump contrary to Vivekae, whose
position is far away from the expectations
and the living conditions of the people
which make them choose sides in an
election.

Vivekae is trying to get people to vote
for Hillary Clinton. For example, she has
been out in the field knocking on doors
to gauge support for Democrats and
recruiting volunteers. As the Illinois chair
of High School Democrats of America,
Vivekae has been able to meet and work
with fellow Democrats. As a result, she
has been inspired to discover so many
people who are passionate about the
same issues she is, such as voting rights,
gun control, access to higher education,
and comprehensive immigration reforms.
On the other hand, the candidate for the
Republican Party seems to be defending
and in favor of a white America, leaving
aside diversity and others people’s rights.
In conclusion, Vivekae is the one with the
best argument because the United States
of America is a multiracial country and it
will always be.
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Kennith talks about the main issues
developed by his candidate. He also
focuses on the ideas which are affecting
American people in particular and the
world in general. To emphasize his
position, he mentions a few current points:
border security, terrorism, illegal
immigrations, and unemployment. On
the other hand, Kenneth talks about the
personal qualities of Trump. To illustrate
this statement, he admires the fact that
the Republican nominee “was beholden
to no one and mostly uses his own money
rather than funds from special interest
groups.” According to him, Trump is
the person who will make history and
whose election will determine the future
of the nation. Furthermore, he describes
his candidate as someone who can

bring more jobs to the community and
“Make America Great Again.” Therefore,
as an immigrant descendant whose family
originated from Cuba, he doesn’t want
to sacrifice his parents’ dreams ( the
American Dream).
However, Vivekae’s position is also good
for the people. While she talks about the
past values like the American “motto,”
she talks also about justice, diversity, and
gender issues.

Compared to Kennith, Vivekae is talking
about the general points rather than the
experience of daily life.
In conclusion, we can say that Kenneth’s
historical background and the actual
issues of the country are more evident
to make him vote for Trump. In addition,
all of Trump’s ideas reflect the American
daily life and concerns which stand for the
best choice.

The original article these students are responding to can be found here:
http://upfront.scholastic.com/issues/10_31_16/teens-for-trump-and-clinton/

Need Help?

Sign up with the drop in tutor!
MONDAY – FRIDAY 10:00 am - 12:00 pm
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm
If you need extra help with your class you can work with the drop-in tutor for half
an hour each day that you sign up. You do not need to apply to work with the
drop-in tutor, just come to room 3122 during the times listed above and write
your name on the sign-up sheet.
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Share your writing in Community Central.
Stories, Essays, Poetry and News from the BTSD Tutoring Program
What is Community Central?
Community Central is a newsletter for the Basic and Transitional Studies
Division Tutoring Program. We want to share your stories, poems, or essays
about your experience with education, your motivation to learn or teach, your
hopes and goals or issues in society that affect you.

How do I submit my writing?
Please e-mail your work to Peter.Frankland@seattlecolleges.edu by March 3rd.
Submissions should be less than 500 words.
Questions? Talk to Peter or Erika in the tutoring office, room 3124.
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